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INTERTWINING

OUTDOOR
ROOMS

AND A VIEW

By Leslie MeGuire, manazing editor

s he reason the Mura Condominium
project was especially challenging
and inspiring may be the context of

wheare it was, Its proximity to little

Tokyo and the industrial character of

the neighborhood. | really did try to

bring in all of those influences. This
was one of the rare projects where you
work at the ideas and the concepts and
go through the nermal frustrations, and
all of a sudden, there was this "Ahal”
moment when all the pieces and
componants came together and flowad
out onto the paper.”

Rob Pressman, ASLA, { Hareard Graduate School of Desin,
1974 Principal of TGP, Inc,, continacs, "It was one those
iesments where 1 ool see the plan sudidenly come rogerher. 1i
was quite wonderful and quite rare. You strive for that on cach
project, of course. Regandless of stzc or nype, vou know there & an
answver, 1t like an archacologneal dig. You know somethng s
dovwn thene so vou keep carvimgt away, 1 design usingg tracing paper
and vou can sec what vou dhid vnder what you'ee working on, which
grves vou this composite of lvers. Somenmes they come together
and somsetimes not, bt m chis partoukar case 1 remember sooing
the spaces and forms and they all came together.”

Aob Pressman, ASLA (Harvard Gradusie School of Design, 1974) amd
Principal al TGP, Inc., explains, “The largest of the thees podium-lovel
courtyards in the Mura Condomindum Project design in downiown Los
Angeles, comprises e owidedr reoms: 4 large foyer with benches; the
adjacent dining roemukilchen is separated from the foyer by a double-sided
touminin which ks fitled oul with barbegque grills, granite counleriop, tahles
and chairs: as well as a living ronm with & comionable furmishings arownd
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In describing the concepd, Pressman says, “As can be seen in the site plan, the sense of space and distance has been gréally enhanced by taking this
relatively small area and filling it with &8 aspects of te environmoni—crealing a kind ol minialture workd EipErnCe.”

Aikding Mooims o a Villaog:

Mura, which means “lele village™ in Japanese, 15 0 PR-una
herary o ||.\,'_.._.|'_:_||||||'_; [ALLE =T iAn -_|||l.l.l.r||l.'. T |.||- .!|.||'._'I.':I."\-.. .I|.|l.1|. chil
i Lagile -!IIIL.I.H he "wmdiasrreal” conrext of the Privect LI'.-;I.I'.'l.l ]
desion palette that included steel bridies, beams and rail:ngs, as
well as Japancse deiign elements such as bambon, stone fountaans
2w '\.l,.|_|!.. 1 '_'!:; 1'||r|_'.\_' A =S IFECTUWRT COiErTyY arcls are III'\-I":|1.' '|=..|r|‘.r-.|

with palm trees, with one courtvand designed as a "living room”

with r-||| |1|J.H_' J|'_.|E H]:li,_l\_-\. MI'\.I AROEFEET W ik 4 ||.|.,.| .|r||| B .I..I'll.'
rig-ragging pattern of the walkways, with their off-center “devil’s
1‘Ii-:-i:l'- wlesaprn, and braken r:l_pn pafterms k5 ||:-_:|:|'| reminecent of
_r.||_|.|:|:'\-|_' angd Chinese parden design

*1 tosesk the cunce Pt o the -.|c1|.|-l|:'l.'1 and met with them to
see if they were Fesponsive B0 this design,” save Pressman “They
were very supportive and fe It it was Fight=-od a5 an approach
\Whth their encouragement, the client, much o my surprse,
approved iz The best part of this design was thar chey bualt 1f ax
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it was designed. The project manager liked the design so magh,
bt parotectedd phe budget as it went through the vilise phases anil
EVEEY ||iq-\.: was bl os u||-._"|||.|'.|:|' desepmed. This was in J, the
I'\-'_-.:|||r||||_: e the "dermise 11 it weme 1'\.‘IH:.: |J.III|I' ||r|1.|'-- |1'-I'
coarrrvard woulbdn® have ended i :---:-'|r.1r|g like this.

. "
Maintainkng Wi

ighborhnood Character

In keeping with the ndusireal characeer of the
merghlsorhood, Pressman poings oat, “A wereen arcund the
fireplace recalls industrial grates. The beams halding the “grae
are | bearss and the psosts as T Black slate nles creare the
Facang om the foantain as well as the lands on the walls and 2
seat wall tleat runs dong the base of the planees. Thar sear wall
wan part of o requarement by the fire department to allow the
firemen to step anto the planters i needed. Becase it was right
W AEArmst the umnit. the firemen nooded acoess tn the bedrooam
witsdows, Bather than make the planters bower, we aidded the seat



“Both eniries
I tha pood area o
framed by black, state-
clad, atlened walls tha
frame the view of tha
downiown LA, Eh":llﬂ!'._ slales
Pressman. A massive galvamzed
sleal trallis cantibavers above the poal
deck and sxlends over Ihe promendds
creating an interesting focal poinl. The sies|
trellis wisually dominaies ihe poal and spa
deck, which recenves full sun all day.”

“We had wanied the spa on an upper
lewel which would allew people 1o s2a the cily
lights wiew,” Pressman recalls, *Buf ihad
meant v vould keve bo then &dd a handicap
ramp and pufl it over (e driveway a

ke garage below, crealing a heighi problem

Poals and spas are usually set ower The
driveway acbess. Bul this worked ool nicaly.”

The two apger 'E-EEIlII'I'EI Arens arna
connecied to sithing nodes al 1he promanats
haviel D;‘ conlempaorary steel UEIEI;IEE. Tha
imtentean Benind the chalce ol ﬂl&ll"f‘ll_]'i WA
imspired by the difficulty in uskng droaght
Iderant wvarieties bocasse af the shads
[nmilalsong. Prossman remambars, “Wilh four
and five story unss, the plamis sre in shade
mosi ol the day. i droeghl talesant plants
aré nol shade toleranl.”
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Bamds of black siate tiles fithod wilh skain el spouts accent bolh sices
ol an archilechural-sione voneersd wall. The waler fealres provide plodssn
ambiand background sound for both the living room and e dining room. Slate-
cowverad Toumiain bazine af seat hedght provice additional s3ting opporftunites Tor the
two=saded foontain. Lendscaps Rghting for the fountain walls and inees &0ds drama
o Ehix niglvi-tima landscapa.

Middle: The architectural-sione vensered fimplace s Tho focal point of the
cormiortably furnished lving room, which s Boonsd with wood-textured, recycled-
plastic decking. Gabvanized sieel |- beams and posks support mistal gratings that
Creale 4 semi-iransparent, confemporany tackdrop o i outdeor mom

trewr “The harbecues are localed on the comidor side of tha kilchen,” expiuine
Pressrman. “The black granile bese of the adjoining wall ties inba the black granile
{ountnin base in the next ‘room. i compact way of crealing o senso of increased
spaco for this relatively small area was by breaking it up info rooms, using walls
and scroens a5 he dividers. This was an efficient way to inchode all the amenities
requested by the dmveloper, and minors (he way ineror space is handied.”

wall, The requirement worked out to our advantage. Karher than
|l|_';||=.l| i -.||‘:I:r..l-"..-ll'|I n i i

“The bridg
nan, “The ;

stone fountain and brings them back to the

of the bridge, which is on axs with the stone fountain This produces

i contralled sequence of movements,




I an e=plamation of Ehe uniguo paw
concrels nbariacking pavers ol lerra
pattem, Allhough il B nol imme apparend, Ehe patierm
cegments of repeating paiterns. By ng the pakerm
fdodtn’'| appsear bo be as regular as A actu

nEes arg in larmgs
a larger arsa, it




¥

“Tha aciual function of the treflis is &5 o shade sinaciure, bt it also provides a visunl cue thel breaks dp tse linsardy, while introdwcang and reintoncing
the indusirial theme of raw metal, a quality (hal connects ko ihe grafes and the |-beams” Pressman adds, “Bathers i the spa can enjoy the dramatic
mighd view of 1he dewnbown skyling through the glass sholl window in Ehe paraped wall"

area and the curve -|'.|iu'|'----||'-'-.- e B pulicious usc ol Surve “The inrention behind the choace W PRANTINGS W n |-:|:'-|

to balance the hnear quality of the wallowas.” bv the difficuley in using droughe tolerant vanenies because of
In an explanation of I"-'::|'|-|-|-.'|l.|'.:l|'.'|-..-l-'.'|'.P'- LLe RN the shade limitanons,” Pressman remembers. “Our choice was

recalls, *Ye used ooncrete interlocking praver of Terracall, lagzglae gearedd toward the specific microclimares of being on the

EICy arl dark RICY 10 A repedhing patiem ool than deiven by deoush

Although 1t 1 noe immedaarely appancil, tolerance. v became more ar

the pattern changpes are 10 large segment “ThiS“'ﬂSﬂﬂE I'_'If mE rare westhetee chosce withan rha |-.' {41

of repeating pattern Hy developing the thar was available wath tlsose kind

|l|‘_!_'||;..||'_- |'||-_'.'| A, 1f diose ::'l [[sCar F}FDIE[:“"? WHEI.E }'ﬂl.l WDI'I"'; ﬂt the .|".'|:||l;_ kI RELT)

o e a8 repular as i actualby 1w, Thas also = w e i R niailles
ideas and the concepts . i ofeach of TGP project

the natral tones of stone and steel by and gn thr“ H’lE nﬂrmal
adding a little punch in the paving. The frustfﬂtiﬂ“s, ﬂﬂd a" I]-r- resigle by re I|- sinid g B & et

[his sare sprecifsc approach o
croales a sonsc of perspectivic

enhancing the sense of distanee. 1 mured 4 the hallmark of the firm, an

pproach that ensures a distanctve

arrounding balldings themeelves are idividual challenges and

maonechromatic and it needed something a i charactenistic 1 context, the

latede maore vibrant o grve 1 smne wanmih d SUHGEHI therE waslth's topography;, the hmtory and the

and Life, therehy enn g thi P T ILAE.:.-IE I-'”{:I.i]ﬂ”.[,“ i'l..".l.ES'.l‘.:|.-w."!li;'-:l.lll‘..l{'ll'
Pressman explains, “There are entnes on Presamsan’s globally inspired

sty sicdes of the mellis oo i imdn th I aH .III!.|'I|:il.':. sony of alll the difterent

area from either direction. We added o "window™ s people could see nilucnces which mwust be intervwined not ondy within the siec

the views of the ary, which creates 3 unique clement that was not in stself but for the hurmans who will be wsang 1. make desagns such

thie afseEr |.:=:|'|I||.I'\-: i 1 hat was directed by nescessine” 15 this ane truly imspened
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